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Conference on the Future of Europe
Statistics Report for Member States 

(19 April to 30 June 2021)
This is a Statistical Report on the activity on the digital platform of the Conference on the Future of 
Europe (futureu.europa.eu) from 19 April 2021 when the platform was launched until 30 June 
2021. This report has been prepared based on data provided by Open Source Politics and Digidem 
Lab for the European Commission. The findings and figures presented cover a short period of the 
running of the Multilingual Digital Platform and are in no way to be taken as predictive of the 
outcome of the Conference. 

The report provides the following data: 
● Web analytics: insight from visitor statistics from the Europa Web Analytics service, based

on the open source tool Piwik
● Platform analytics: participation statistics such as the number of new ideas and comments

from the Conference’s platform
● JRC analytics: visualisation of the participation based on data from the platform processed

by the Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC)
● Moderation: a summary of the moderation on the platform compiled by the moderation

team

1. Web analytics

1.1 Visits over time 

Visits and bounce rate per week, last 12 weeks 
(source: webanalytics.europa.eu) 

Peaks of visits are observed linked to events, notably the launch of the platform itself on 19 April, the 
inaugural event on 9 May and the Citizen’s event and inaugural Plenary on 17 and 19 June.  
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1.2. Distribution per Member States 

Visits in total and in proportion of the population of each Member State 
Since the beginning of the Conference 

(source: webanalytics.europa.eu and Eurostat 2020) 

The biggest number of visits to the platform originate from France and Germany, followed by Spain 
and Italy. Luxembourg, Malta and Belgium have the highest share of visitors in proportion to their 
population. 
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2. Platform statistics 

2.1. State of play 

 
 

This overview is available on the start page of the platform and shows live data on the number of 
participants, ideas, comments, events and endorsements.  

2.2. Data per topic 

 

 
Share of ideas by topic June 30  - 15.30 (source: futureu.europa.eu)  

 

The chart above demonstrates the distribution of ideas by topic.  
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The chart below gives an overview of overall engagement by topic since 19 April, including ideas, 
endorsements and events.  
 

 
Engagement by topic as of June 30  - 15.30 (source: futureu.europa.eu)  
The graph below shows the distribution of Past Events and Event Reports by topic, demonstrating the 
disparities between event organisation and event reporting. On average, approximately 30% of the 
past events contain reports. 
 

 
Share of past events and event reports by topic as of June 30th, 15.30  (source: OSP Moderation Table)
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30 June 2021 Based on Open Source Politics x Digidem Lab 
 
 

The following table shows the total number of participants, ideas, endorsements, events, past events, and event reports cumulatively from April 19th to 
June 30th, in addition to the change in each of these categories from Week 25 to Week 26.  

 

 
 

 
9 
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3. JRC analytics 

3.1. Distribution per socio demographic groups 

To this date, almost two thirds of the contributions to the platform have been done by men (64% vs. 
14.1% of women, 21.7% N/A). The largest group (23.5%) of contributions has been made by users 25 
to 39 years old, followed by the 55 to 69 years old cohort (20.4%). Both 40 to 54 and 15 to 24 years 
old cohorts are behind, with 16.6% and 12.1% respectively. Only 6% of the contributions have been 
made by the most senior users, over 70 years old. More than 21% had decided not to answer this 
question. 
 

 

% of contributions by gender and age of the author as of June 30th (source: JRC analysis tool) 

 

Concerning their socio-economic profile, the contributions by professional workers (16.3%), 
managers (13.2%), students (12.4%) and retired people (12.3%) hold a similar share, followed 
almost equally by self-employed (8.6%) and manual workers (7.5%). Contributions from unemployed 
people are the smallest group (3.2%). Notably, in more than a quarter (25.9%) of the contributions the 
user had decided not to disclose his status. 
 
According to the users’ educational level, half (50.1%) of the contributions have been made by people 
having followed their studies beyond 20 years old, while 12.1% have been posted by people who are 
still studying (consistent with the proportion of students above). 7.9% were made by users who stopped 
their studies before reaching that age and only 1.7% received no formal full-time education. In 28.3% 
of the cases the user had not disclosed this information. 
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% of contributions by occupation and educational level of the author as of June 30th 

 (source: JRC analysis tool) 
 

3.2 Number of contributions per Member State 

The highest number of contributions combined (ideas, comments and events) on the platform 
originate from participants who have decided not to report their residence, constituting more than a 
quarter (~4 300) of the total (~16 100). Among those who have reported it, Germany (~3 200) takes 
the lead, followed by France (~1 800) and Belgium, Austria and Italy (~800-1 000). Spain and the 
Netherlands follow on a lower range (~500-600). 
 
As regards contributions per 1 million inhabitants, Malta (144) takes the lead, followed almost equally 
by Luxembourg (113) and Austria (110), and then notably by Belgium (93), the working seat of most 
of the EU institutions. The EU-wide mean is 26.4, with the rest of Member States being disparately 
situated between the 5 to 50 range. 
 

 
 
Total number of contributions (ideas, comments and events) per indicated member state of residence (left) and 

number of contributions per 1M inhabitants as of June 30th (source: JRC analysis tool) 
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Number of Ideas  

Very similarly to the total of contributions combined, the highest number of ideas on the platform 
originate from participants who have decided not to report their residence, constituting more than a 
quarter (~1 400) of the total (~5 000).  Among those who have reported it, Germany (~ 800) takes 
the lead, followed by France (~ 600), then at a similar level Belgium, Italy and Austria (~400-300), 
and after that Spain (~300). 
 
As regards contributions per 1 million inhabitants, identically to the combined statistics, Malta (41) 
takes the lead, followed almost equally by Luxembourg (38) and Austria (36), and then notably by 
Belgium (32), far ahead from the EU-wide mean of 8. 
 

 
Total number of ideas per indicated member state of residence (left) and number of ideas per 1M inhabitants as 

of June 30th (source: JRC analysis tool) 
 
Number of Comments  

On the same line, the highest number of comments on the platform originate from participants who 
have decided not to report their residence, constituting between a quarter and a fifth (~2 200) of 
the total (~9 800).  Among those who have reported it, Germany (~ 2 400) takes the lead, followed 
from afar by France (~ 1 200) and then at a similar level Belgium and Austria (~600).  Italy and the 
Netherlands follow on a lower range (~400). 
 
As regards contributions per 1 million inhabitants, the comments are more distributed on the middle 
ranges. Austria and Malta (70 each) take the lead, followed also almost equally by Luxembourg 
(66), and then Belgium (54). In the following range are Denmark (39) and Finland (37). Germany (29) 
and Slovakia (27) have a similar share, as well as those just below: Latvia, the Netherlands, Ireland, 
Hungary, Croatia and France (all of them around 20), and just above the EU-wide mean (16.9). 
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Total number of comments per indicated member state of residence (left) and number of comments per 1M 

inhabitants as of June 30th (source: JRC analysis tool) 
 
 
Number of Events  

Finally, the highest number of events on the platform originate from participants who have decided not 
to report their residence, constituting virtually a half (~700) of the total (~1 400).  Among those who 
have reported it, Italy (98) takes the lead, followed closely by Belgium (81) and Germany (80). Then 
at a similar level are Spain and France (58 each). 
 
As regards contributions per 1 million inhabitants, the ranking is dominated by Malta (33), followed 
from afar by Luxembourg (10), Latvia (8), Belgium (7), and Cyprus (6).  The rest of member states 
all have less than 5 events per 1 million inhabitants each, with an EU-wide mean of 1.5. 
 

 
Total number of events per indicated member state of residence (left) and number of events per 1M inhabitants   

as of June 30th (source: JRC analysis tool) 
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4. Moderation 

The platform is moderated by a Moderation Team from Open Source Politics under a contract with the 
European Commission. The Team is working under the supervision of the Common Secretariat on 
behalf of the Executive Board of the Conference. Moderation takes place in accordance with the 
Conference Charter and the Rules of Participation. The team reviews content on the platform after it 
has been posted. No prior moderation takes place. When a contribution is hidden, the users will receive 
a message from the Moderation Team explaining the reason for this action. The Moderation Team 
brings cases that require further discussion to the attention of the Common Secretariat. Details on the 
moderation principles and process are addressed in the Frequently Asked Questions section of the 
platform. 
 

 Total Hidden  Share of total 
Ideas 5127 183 3.57% 
Comments 9891 196 1.98% 
Events 1317 108 8.20% 

 
State of moderation, June 30th - 16.10 (source: futureu.europa.eu & OSP Moderation Table). 

 
When it comes to ideas, about 80% of those hidden are hidden for reasons such as duplicate postings, 
lack of proposal, spam (advertising), personal information or inadequate related image. Less than 20% 
of the hidden ideas are hidden for reasons of offensive content (such as attacks or insinuations based on 
race, creed or lack thereof, ethnic origin, etc.) 
 
When it comes to comments, over half of those hidden were hidden either due to wrong browsing 
language being selected by the user, preventing the automatic translation from working properly (this 
has been in particular a problem at the beginning and it is being addressed now), or for including 
personal information, duplicate posting across multiple different ideas/events or spam. Less than 40% 
of hidden comments were hidden due to their offensive nature. 
 
When it comes to events, the vast majority of events are hidden for reasons of duplicate posting or 
incomplete event information or per organisers’ requests.  
 
A user can be blocked from the platform after serious and repeated violations of the Conference 
Charter and the Rules of Participation and after two warnings. Three users have been blocked since the 
start of the Conference. Users can ask to be re-admitted if they commit to respect the Charter and the 
Rules of Participation.  

 
*** 
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https://futureu.europa.eu/pages/charter
https://futureu.europa.eu/pages/rules-of-participation
https://futureu.europa.eu/pages/faq
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